Time and chemotherapy treatment trends in the treatment of elderly patients (age>or=70 years) with non-small cell lung cancer.
Palliative chemotherapy in non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) has been established since 1995 and little chemotherapy treatment was given to these patients before 1990. This retrospective study investigates the treatment outcome of elderly patients (age>or=70 years) with NSCLC over the past 13 years in a large UK cancer centre. A comparison of all-cause survival between the time periods 1990-1994, 1995-1999 and 2000-2004 was adjusted for age, gender, stage and performance status. A comparison of survival was also made between three age groups: 70-74, 75-79 and 80+ years. Between 1990 and 2004, 302 patients>or=70 years had NSCLC. There were differences in age and performance status between the time periods. There was no improvement in median survival between the three time periods (P=0.6). There was little difference in outcome between the three age cohorts. The analysis shows that there has been no significant improvement in survival for elderly patients with advanced lung cancer treated with chemotherapy in the past 13 years.